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                                                                                                                                                A Note from Nick 

Dear Friends, 

 

 This week (June 2) we will celebrate Ministry Appreciation Sunday during our worship.  Ministry Appreciation 

Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate all that we have accomplished during the program year and a chance to say thank 

you to all who have contributed. But how can we truly say thank you for the countless ways in which members have 

dedicated their time and talents to our church? I’m continually amazed at how much we accomplish each year because of 

the countless hours that Elders, Deacons, and members contribute to the many ministries of our church! There truly is no 

adequate way to say thank you . . . but we will try. We will celebrate joyfully on Sunday, hearing from our ministry team 

chairs, thanking our choirs, and recognizing all who serve. Then after worship we will celebrate another successful year 

with an ice cream social hosted by the Evangelism and Membership Team. I hope you will be there to help us celebrate 

and help us say thank you! 

 

 Because this week is Ministry Appreciation Sunday that means that our program year will be winding down . . . 

Chancel Choir will take a break . . . Sunday school will stop meeting for the summer . . . and Elders and Deacons will 

take a break from monthly meetings. Hearing this you may wonder . . . what is happening at church over the summer?   

Well, there won’t be Chancel Choir, but there is an opportunity for musicians to do special music during worship! There 

won’t be Sunday school, but there will be our one room Summer sunday school! Plus there is VBS, the Sr. High mission 

trip, and cookies and lemonade after church (on the first Sunday of the month)! So, please don’t think that nothing is 

happening because the program year is over and summer is beginning. God is still at work in our lives and in our 

congregation . . . and for that I’m very thankful!   

 

 I hope to see you this Sunday and throughout the summer as we live out thankful lives in response to the many 

blessings God has bestowed upon us and our church. 

 

Your friend in Christ, 
  

Pastor Nick   
 

 

 

  

 

 

http://www.alexpres.org/
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Tending the Flock 
 

Baptisms 

     Baptism is the visible sign of an invisible event: the reconciliation of people to God. We rejoice with those who are 

celebrating their baptism anniversary. It was in June that Kaylee Gunderman, Lainey Marie Johns, Jackson Davis 

Koeller, Cole Kenneth Kramer, Victoria Grace Kramer, Brayden Schneider, Ryan Unkert, and Timothy K. Unkert, were 

baptized. Congratulations and blessings upon being children of God!  

 
      

June Birthdays 
 

2 Ryan Unkert 9 Howard Jones 13 Cathy Rosswaag 20 Gino Vastola 

5 Chris Andreychak 10 Janet Silliman 14 Julie Lyon 22 Heather Pardonner 

 Jack Skibinski 11 Jim Bush 18 Luke Bender 30 Troy Stagg 

 Rebecca Sutton 12 Shannon Fritsche  Dave Heinbach   

6 Michael Folmar 13 Ryan Doyle 20 Robin Schostkewitz   

        
 

May Flowers Given to the Glory of God 
 

May 12  by the Torrey family in celebration Matt’s 21st birthday 
 

May 19  by Stacy Kluesner 
 

May 26  by Alice and Jim Hansen in honor of our fallen veterans 

 

Pentecost 
 

Sunday, June 9 

     For Christians, Pentecost is a holiday where we commemorate the coming of the Holy Spirit to the early followers of 

Jesus. Before the events of the first Pentecost, which came a few weeks after Jesus’ death and resurrection, there were 

followers of Jesus, but no movement that could be meaningfully called “the church.” So, from a historic point of view 

Pentecost is the day the church was started. This is also true from a spiritual perspective, since the Spirit brings the 

church into existence and enlivens it. Pentecost is the church’s birthday.  

     Join us in worship for this special day. The Lord’s Supper will be served, our high school seniors will be recognized, 

and the Chancel Choir will offer the anthem. 

 

If you are able, please wear red to help celebrate! 

 

A ♬ from the Worship & Music Team 
 

Summer Special Music 

    We are in summer preparation mode and we’d like as many of you as possible to participate in worship with a variety 

of special music performances: solos, duets, quartets, instrumentalists, etc. Please email LuAnn Keefe to let her know 

you’re interested in doing something this summer or review the form on page 7. Thank you for sharing your gifts!  
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Ministry Celebration Sunday . . . 
 

. . .  and Congregational Meeting | June 2 | 10 a.m. 

     Ministry Appreciation Sunday is a time where we lift up in celebration the many ministries of Alexandria Church. It 

is our most fervent hope that the Holy Spirit will move within us as we celebrate the joys and goodness of the works of 

our ministry teams, elders, and deacons.  

     The Session has called a congregational meeting to occur on June 2 during our Ministry Celebration Sunday for the 

purpose of hearing a report from the Nominating Team and to nominate and elect elders and deacons. During worship 

the congregation will hear the reports of each ministry team as we celebrate Ministry Appreciation Sunday. 

 

Summer Sunday School 
 

Begins June 9 | following the Children’s Sermon 

    Summer Sunday school will return this summer starting on June 9. It will continue through August. As is our tradition 

on the first Sunday of each month, children will remain in the sanctuary for family worship. Summer Sunday school will 

meet all other Sundays and is open to all children Pre-K through 5th grade. For more information please contact Julie 

Lyons. Volunteers welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Education Happenings 
 

June 2: no classes but consider joining us at the Fun Run,  

 see page 10 

June 9: Summer Sunday school begins, all are welcome to make a 

 Father’s Day craft 

June 16:  no classes, Father’s Day, Confirmation Sunday 

June 23: classes, 10:15 a.m. 

June 30:  classes, 10:15 a.m. 

July 7:  no classes 

July 14:  no classes, VBS Sunday 

July 21:  classes, 10:15 a.m. 

July 28:  classes, 10:15 a.m. 
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Lunch Bunch  
 

June 11 | 12 p.m. 

     Food? Fellowship? Fun? What’s not to love?! Our fabulous Lunch Bunch will 

meet in Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, June 11 at noon. Bring a sandwich for 

yourself but drinks, chips, and dessert will be provided. We hope to see you there! 

 

A Ringing Success! 
 

     So many of us enjoyed the terrific weather and God’s gift of nature on 

May 19 when we visited Ringing Rocks County Park in Upper Black Eddy. 

The waterfall and the scramble on the field of boulders were delightful. 

Afterwards we visited the Homestead General Store for ice cream and a stroll 

along the canal. Thank you to our Evangelism and Membership Team for 

making all the arrangements! 

 

News from Presbyterian Church USA 
 

     After years of seeing hundreds of churches leave the denomination, the 

Presbyterian Church USA is starting to see the number of departing churches 

decrease. The Office of the General Assembly has wrapped up its latest review of 

membership statistics which indicates the decline in membership may be slowing 

down.  

     In 2015, the total number of PCUSA members was listed at more than 1.5 million. Within a year, membership 

declined by nearly 90,000. Last year, the decline was just over 62,000. The number of churches leaving the 

denomination between 2015 and 2016 totaled 203. In 2018, it was 34. 

     “While the difference is not great, we are encouraged by the slowing trend downward,” said the Rev. Dr. J. Herbert 

Nelson, II, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly. “The church of the 21st century is changing and we still believe God is 

preparing us for great things in the future.” Nelson is encouraged by statistics showing a significant increase in 

professions of faith and reaffirmations last year. In 2017, the total number was over 12,900 compared to more than 

22,000 this year. Nelson said, “God is moving through churches, presbyteries and synods, finding new, innovative ways 

to share the gospel with a lost world and we are thankful for that.”                        Rick Jones | Office of the General Assembly 

 

Caring Hands Crafters 
 

     Since its inception, our Caring Hands Crafters group has now sent over 400 items (warming 

caps, NICU baby blankets, and PICC line covers) to Knots of Love in California to be 

distributed to hospitals all across the country!  Caring Hands will not meet over the summer but 

will reconvene on Sunday, September 22 at 11:15 a.m. We wish to thank everyone in our 

congregation for their prayers, suggestions, donations, and interest this past program year as 

our group has grown, learned, and prayed for those who are ill. 

 

http://www.pcusa.org/resource/2018-comparative-summaries-statistics/
http://www.pcusa.org/resource/2018-comparative-summaries-statistics/
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Mission Interpretation: It’s What We Do  

 

 
PLANT WITH AGAR - SAT., JUNE 1ST, 8:45-noon. 

Hunterdon County’s America’s Grow A Row is a local free-produce effort providing a million+ pounds of fresh fruits 

and vegetables annually. Please join us 6/1/19 at 401 Woolf Road. All ages welcome (supervision for children under 12).  

Call Lainey Johns (908) 996-7053 for info. 

AFPC  JOINS -  

 
Amazon.Smile gives .5% of your eligible purchases to charity of your choice! 

Click on https://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-6034637 

OR: 

1) In Web Browser address bar, type smile.amazon.com & click Enter. 
      (If your Amazon account does not already have you logged in, go ahead and log into your account.) 

2) Click “Supporting” under white Amazon search bar for drop down menu.  Type in Alexandria First 

Presbyterian Church in the box, and click search. 
3) Alexandria First Presbyterian Church will appear (Milford, NJ), click select… start shopping!  

 
AGAR Grocery Store Gleaning continues year-round and would love your help. Join the AFPC volunteers and drive 

Clinton Shop Rite’s donated produce to Phillipsburg’s Branching Out Food Pantry (a 90 minute service!) Sign up on 

bulletin board, or see any Mission member. 

CARING HAND CRAFTERS (CHC) 
Stop by the Mission bulletin board for info, fun and inspiration! 

See Pati Tiedeman or Alice Hansen to support this compassionate project! 

JUNE MISSION RIDDLE OF THE MONTH:  
Who Am I:   Traveling miles across our great lands, 

giving time, sweat and care with their helping hands. 
(June’s Riddle Answer will be found in the 7/7/19 church bulletin.) 

(MAY’S ANSWER:  An America’s-Grow-A-Row Planting Event! 
submitted by Lainey Johns 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-6034637
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sheeplands_Farm_-_Strawberry_Fields_Forever_-_geograph.org.uk_-_16658.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://www.nextinnonprofits.com/2013/10/smile-youre-on-amazon/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Branches                                                                                                                  June 2019 

 
 

-6- 

www.alexpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capital Campaign Update 
 

     What’s New in June? 

 All final inspections have been completed and the contractors are 

putting on the finishing touches 

 The pocket doors will soon be adjusted so they move easily over the 

planned carpet 

 Rails on the stairs have been installed which lead from outside to the 

conference room 

 Last minute electrical work has been done 

 The decorating team continues with its decisions on carpet, furniture, and related items 

 We are nearly at a temporary stand-still with the work until the space is completely 

painted . . . Volunteers should see Lois Bondor to help 

 

 
 

 

High School Class of 2019 
 

Let us join together as a church family to share in the joy and celebration of the following high school seniors: 
 

Jack Bender 

Gianna Cascio 

Angela Maglio 

John McDowall 

Jake Norgard 

Andrea Pederson 

Brianna Schneider 

Maeghan Serrone 

Jack Skibinski 

 

May God bless them as they continue on their journey! 
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Father’s Day Blessing 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 

The lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Calling All Musicians 

     If you have an instrumental or vocal talent (be prepared to supply your accompanists for vocal) that you would like to 

share during our summer worship services, please complete the form below and place it in the offering plate, in the 

Worship and Music Ministry Team’s mailbox near the office,  or mail it to the church. The Worship and Music Team 

will review the musical selection and will work with you to arrange a date.  

 

 

 

 

 

Name 

Phone 

Email 

Talent 

Selection 
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Vacation Bible School 
 

Vacation Bible School 

Hosted by Alexandria, Frenchtown,  

 and Milford Presbyterian Churches 
 

DATE:  July 8 thru July 12  
 

TIME:  9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

 

REGISTRATION: Available at www.alexpres.org 
 

PLACE:  Milford Presbyterian Church 

    70 Bridge Street 

     Milford, New Jersey 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.alexpres.org/
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Materials Needed for VBS 
 

These items will be transformed, so we are looking for items you do not want back or would otherwise throw away: 

 old flat or fitted sheets or old table cloths in black, 

navy blue, silver, yellow or red only 

 old broken shop vacs 

 round pillar cement forms 

 former space related birthday party decorations or old 

large toy robots 

 large PVC pipes 

 aluminum duct, rigid or flexible, duct pipes 

 clear plastic cylinders  

 small baby pools, ok if it has a leak or small crack 

 large round paper lanterns 

The following items we are looking to borrow for the week, they will be returned to you: 

 strobe lights  

 disco lights 

 planetarium lights 

 spot lights 

If you have any of these items and wish to donate them to the good cause of decorating for VBS, please contact Cyndi 

McDowall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Website Has Been  

Updated with New Photos! 

Check out our newest but oldest pictures yet!  

Take a look and enjoy beloved photos of times past. 

 From our website’s drop down menu  

at the top of the screen, 

select “Photos” and then “Vintage Photos.”  

Your feedback is most welcomed. 
 

“He has told us that you always have 

pleasant memories of us” 

1 Thessalonians 3:6 
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TEAM AFPC  
in Support of the 2019 Youth Mission Trip 

 

This summer 20 youth and 4 adults from Alexandria First Presbyterian Church will participate in a work camp in East 

Bank, WV to repair and transform homes while strengthening their own faith. Christ’s love and compassion will show in 

tangible ways through projects like building wheelchair ramps, reconstructing sagging porches and other home repairs.  

 

You are invited to share in the experience by helping to alleviate the cost of the trip in these ways: 

 

Walk Through the Valley 
 

Walk alongside the Mission Trip participants for one leisurely lap around Alexandria Park (about 1 mile) on Sunday, 

June 2nd at 3pm. 

 

Name(s) of Walker(s):  

___________________________________________ # of walkers _____ x $10 each = $_____________ 

___________________________________________ $10 is a suggested amount.  

___________________________________________ All children must be accompanied by an adult. 

___________________________________________ Children under 10 are free. 

 

 

 

Donation 
 
The total cost of the trip including food, lodging, building materials and transportation is approximately $16,000. It’s a 

large amount that we reach little by little thanks to contributions from the participating families and the generosity of our 

friends and neighbors who support the fundraisers. A donation of any amount would be greatly appreciated.  

 

The cost of one team t-shirt worn during the week… $15 

The approximate cost of gas and tolls for the week… $400 

The cost of one youth’s lodging for the week… $464 

The cost of one 15-passenger van (we require two)… $1,250 

And the cost to grow closer in our relationship with Jesus…priceless.  

 

Name: Donation Amount:  

___________________________________________ ________________________________________ 

 

 
Please return this form with your check made payable to:  
 

Alexandria First Presbyterian Church 

ATTN: Youth Mission Trip  

141 Little York-Mount Pleasant Road 

Milford, NJ  08848 
 

All proceeds benefit the Youth Mission Trip and your donation is tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law. 
 

Any questions, please contact Renee Skibinski at 908-246-7516 
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Worship Assistants 
 

June 2      Renee Skibinski  

June 9      Lois Bondor      

June 16    Robin Pulsinelle    

June 23    Pat Keefe  

June 30    Matt Butz  
 

 

 
 

Ushers 
 

June 2      MacWilliam family  

June 9      Lainey Johns, Meredith Oliver      

June 16    Bone family    

June 23    LuAnn Keefe, Flora Nielsen  

June 30    Norgard family  
 

 

 

Communion 
 

June 9      Doug Bondor, Lois Bondor,  

                 Tammy Sassaman, Nancy Schumann 

 

Our Ministry Team Officers 
 

Building and Property Marty Gunderman (E), Jim Hansen (E)  
 

Christian Education  Alicia Apgar (D), Mary Goldman (E),  

     Cyndi McDowall (E), 
    

Evangelism/Membership Lois Bondor (E),  Howard Jones (E),  

     Sharon Solomon (D), Carol Van Norman (D) 
 

Mission Interpretation Stacy Butz (D), Evelyn Cameron (D),  

     Lainey Johns (E), Howard Thomas (E)   
 

Nominating LuAnn Keefe (E), Cyndi McDowall (E)   
 

Personnel Joan Carroll (E), Helen Jones (D), Flora Nielsen (E) 
 

Stewardship and Finance Laurie Gregory (D), Robin Vogel (E)    
 

Worship and Music LuAnn Keefe (E), Flora Nielsen (E), 

     Tammy Sassaman (D)                                        (E: Elder, D: Deacon) 

 

Special Dates  
 

Also see the main calendar on page 12  

June 2       Ministry Appreciation Day,  

                  spring congregational meeting 

June 9       Pentecost, communion 

June 11     Presbytery 

June 16     Father’s Day, Trinity Sunday, Confirmation  

June 29     Youth mission trip 
                       

Coming Up  
 

July 7        Communion 

July 8-12  Vacation Bible School, Milford Presbyterian  

August 4   Communion 

 

 

The vision of Alexandria First Presbyterian  

Church is to gather in God’s grace and to be 

led by the Holy Spirit.  We joyfully worship, 

prayerfully seek, and gratefully share as a 

loving family growing in Jesus Christ. 
 

THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE  

OF BRANCHES IS THE 3rd THURSDAY  

OF THE MONTH 
 

Branches is a publication of Alexandria First 

Presbyterian Church (USA), 141 Little York-

Mount Pleasant Road, Milford, NJ 08848.  

The newsletter is published monthly—

except during August—to inform members 

and friends of church programs, news, and 

events.  Branches is online in the “News/Our 

Newsletter” tab at  

www.alexpres.org 
 

Editor: churchoffice@alexpres.org   
 

Alexandria First Presbyterian  
Church of Mount Pleasant 

 
 

ALEXANDRIA FIRST  

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 

141 Little York-Mount Pleasant Road 

Milford, NJ 08848 

Web: www.alexpres.org 

Office: 908-996-4333  

 

THE STAFF of ALEXANDRIA CHURCH 

Reverend Nicholas C. Hatch 

Pastor 
 

Jerry Phelps 

Director of Music Ministry 

 

Pati Tiedeman 

Administrative Assistant  

 

 How to Reach the Pastor  

 

Rev. Nick Hatch  

 Through the church office Monday through Thursday  

              from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 908-996-4333 

 By the church’s website on the “contact us” link: 

www.alexpres.org  

 Via his email: nhatch@alexpres.org 
 

 

 

http://www.alexpres.org/
mailto:churchoffice@alexpres.org
http://www.alexpres.org/
http://www.alexpres.org/
mailto:pnhatch@alexpres.org
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Alexandria Presbyterian Church                  
 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

8:45  

    Grow-A-Row 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

Ministry Appreciation 

 

  9:00 Christian Ed Team 

10:00 Worship,   

           congregational mtg            

11:15 Ice cream social 

  3:00 Fun Run   

3 

 

9:30 Mission 

        Interpretation 

        Team 

4:00 Confirmation 

6:00 Cub Scouts,  

        Webelos 

 

4 

 

9:00 Bulletin  

        deadline 

9:30 Bible study 

6:30 Boy Scouts 
 

5 

 

9:00 Session  

        materials due 

 

 

6 

 

3:30 Worship and 

        Music Team 

 

 

 

7  8 

 

9 

Pentecost 

 

10:00 Worship, communion,  

          HS senior recognition 

10:15 Summer Sunday  

          school 

11:00 Fellowship,  

          Refreshments 

11:15 Confirmation 
 

10 

 

 

 

11 

 

  9:00 Bulletin  

          deadline 

  9:30 Bible study 

12:00 Lunch Bunch 

  5:45 Presbytery 

  6:30 Boy Scouts 

  7:00 Deacons 

12 

 

6:00 Session and 

        confirmands  

13 

 

  

14 

 
15 

 

 

16    

Trinity Sunday 

Confirmation Sunday  

 

10:00 Worship, new members 

          received 

11:15 Refreshments 

            

   

17 

 

6:00 Cub Scouts,  

        Wolf 

 

18 

 

 9:00 Bulletin  

         deadline  

 9:30 Bible study 

 6:30 Boy Scouts 

19 
 

20 

 

9:00 July/August   

        newsletter  

        deadline 

21 

 

 

22 

23  

         

10:00 Worship, baptisms,  

          commissioning 

10:15 Summer Sunday school 

 

 

 

 
 

24 

 

 

25 

 

9:00 Bulletin  

        deadline 

9:30 Bible study 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

7:00 Building and  

        Property Team 

 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

 

 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth 

Mission Trip 

30 

 

10:00 Worship 

10:15 Summer Sunday school 

 

 

Youth 

Mission Trip 

Mission Trip 

      

 

Deacon of the Week 
 

June 2     Alicia Apgar 

June 9     Evelyn Cameron 

June 16   Sharon Solomon 

June 23   Helen Jones 

June 30   Stacy Butz 


