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Web: www.alexpres.org
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Dear Friends,

A Note from Nick

“Christ is Risen!”
“He is Risen Indeed!”
That was what we proclaimed together on Easter morning during our joyous worship service. In fact we didn’t
just proclaim it, we shouted it! With great joy and excitement we made our voices heard! And hopefully we are still
ready to share . . . even shout out the good news for all to hear! You see, there are many different parts of Easter Sunday
that I love . . . I loved the special music the choirs prepared, I loved seeing the little ones hunt for eggs after worship, I
loved the Deacon’s fun photo booth, and yes, I loved gathering to proclaim that Jesus is Risen Indeed! But what I loved
most about Easter this year is how many friends, neighbors and loved ones gathered into our sanctuary to worship! On
Easter Sunday our church was packed, and what a joy that was to celebrate together!
The sadder part is wondering when our church will be that full again? When will our walls be busting again?
When will every seat be filled? Will we have to wait till next Easter for that energy to return? Will it not be till next
Easter that every seat is again occupied?
Friends, on Easter Sunday we heard the amazing good news that
Christ has risen . . . and the risen Jesus told Mary to go and tell the other
disciples the good news. Mary’s job was to share the news, and that is our
job too. So what I hope we can all do, is take seriously our call to help
others know of the grace we experienced on Easter and invite others to
come and experience that same grace . . . and not just on Easter Sunday but
on every Sunday. For the love of God is so big and so profound that we
need to share it!
So yes, we are open every Sunday, between now and Christmas,
and I hope and pray that each of us will share the good news! I hope that
we will decide to live out our lives of faith so that others can hear that good news and that we will be the church of
Christ . . . a church that gathers not just on Easter Sunday, but every Sunday!
Your friend in Christ,

Pastor Nick
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Tending the Flock
Baptisms
Baptism is the visible sign of an invisible event: the reconciliation of people to God. We rejoice with those who are
celebrating their baptism anniversary. It was in May that Madison Renae Butz, Ashley May Folmar, Lyla Virginia
Fritsche, Alexis Rose Gunderman, James Monroe Hansen Jr., Charlotte Taylor Hatch, Nora Lynn Hatch, Daniel
Michael Iannacone, Lauren Elizabeth Lawson Koeller, Kelsey Ann Pardonner, Amelia Ann Schaefer, Tyler Magee
Unkert, Keira Nicole Vogel, and Sarah Rose Wardach were baptized. Congratulations and blessings upon being
children of God!

May Birthdays
1
2
3
4
6

Al Iannacone
Juliana Soos
John McDowall
Mary Goldman
Kyle Kunich

6
8
12

Athena McDowall
Evelyn Cameron
Millie Hunt
Danny Iannacone
Cathy Torrey

14
15
16
18

Karen Pardonner
Tanner McGuire
Jane Pursell
Marlena Vastola
Carol Moran

20
25
26
28

Clyde Branson
Kevin Moran
Tyler McGuire
Laurie Gregory
Kelsey Kunich
Kelsey Pardonner

April Flowers Given to the Glory of God
April 7

by the Cameron family in celebration of their daughter Leah’s birthday

April 14

by the Cameron family in celebration of their daughter Margaret’s birthday

Ascension Day
May 30, 2019
The Ascension of Jesus Christ was deemed so important by our ancient forebears in the
faith that they made it a part of the earliest Christian creeds. Early Christians saw the
Ascension as a promise of great things to come for all believers. The Ascension of Jesus
Christ marked the end of Christ’s earthly existence and the beginning of a new period of
time, one in which Christ’s relationship with the Church is not restricted by the boundaries of time and space. Christ is
now available to all people all of the time through the work of the Holy Spirit. At the Ascension, Jesus took all of human
life, which he cared for so deeply, and brought it “into the heavenly places,” into the very heart of God. This includes the
suffering refugee, the abused child or spouse, the victim of war or terror, the lonely one in the nursing home, the one
who struggles with depression or a lost sense of worth and value, those who are sick, all who are in difficult transitions
in life.
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Christian Education
Happenings
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019
Hosted by Milford Presbyterian Church
July 8 - 12, 2019
See page 9 for registration link and info
We can still use some teen and adult volunteers
Please see Cyndi McDowall for any questions

God Speed, Jerry
May 12 | 11:15 a.m.
Our Director of Music Ministry Jerry Phelps last day with us will be May 12 th. There will be cake and punch
immediately after church in Fellowship Hall to celebrate his time with us. Please plan to attend to bid farewell and God
speed to Jerry. We will miss him!

Our little
Easter bunny
helpers were
out in full
force
collecting
eggs Easter
morning in the
church’s
grove!
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Another Fun Fellowship Outing!
May 19 | 2 p.m.
All are invited to go hiking at Ringing Rocks County Park in Upper Black
Eddy on Sunday afternoon, May 19. Meet at the park at 2:00 p.m. We will
take an easy walk to the waterfall, then the adventurous can scramble around
the three acre field of boulders. Bring hammers to strike the ore-filled rocks
for a musical treat. After that, we will go to the Homestead General Store for
ice cream out back and stroll along the canal. Fun for all ages! Please share the flyer on page 8 with friends and family
and see Lois Bondor with questions.

News from Presbyterian Church USA
Self-Development of People is funding program
that helps ex-offenders find work in construction
Across the United States, one of the major struggles for people with criminal
convictions is finding work. For many employers, having a criminal record ends the
conversation with a prospective employee. After funding a pair of initiatives that
helped ex-offenders in Lansing, Michigan return to the workforce, the Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development
of People has funded a program that is helping those people take their work to the next level. A recent project composed
of ex-offenders advocating for themselves made a goal of training ex-offenders in the construction field so that they can
work their way into better-paying jobs and become journeymen in specific skills. The program has been successful.
Three people in the training program are on course to graduate. Five graduates are now working for construction
companies. Two more who are focusing on becoming electricians have been approved to attend college classes, and two
employers have said they are interested in hiring them when the college credits are obtained.
Clara Nunez| Presbyterian News Service

Memorial Day
This month Americans honor those who have given their lives in service to our
nation. At times like this, we remember the teaching of Jesus where he said, “Greater
love hath no man than this: that a man lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13)
In other words, on a day when we remember those who gave their lives for our country, we are called to remember the
fact that Christ laid down his life for us. So, thank you soldiers—past and present—for the freedoms you protect. And,
because of those freedoms, we can tell the Good News of the gospel of the perfect One who laid down His life for us all.

Lunch Bunch
May 14 | 12 p.m.
Our fabulous Lunch Bunch will meet in Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, May 14 at
noon. Bring your own sandwich—drinks, chips, and dessert will be provided. If
you haven’t joined us yet, you’re missing out on some very warm, amusing, and interesting chat as well as Carol’s
delicious desserts! No need to rsvp; just come as you are!
-4www.alexpres.org
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Mission Interpretation: It’s What We Do
A BIG CARE TO SHARE THANK YOU ! AFPC’s 2019 Care to Share Lenten Service
Project donated over 300 non-perishable lunch bags to Phillipsburg’s NORWESCAP Food Bank this
year! A BIG thanks to all who donated, counted, bagged, boxed, carried and delivered these items for the clients of
NORWESCAP, a facility distributing food to shelters, soup kitchens, and needy feeding organizations serving
Hunterdon, Sussex, and Warren counties.

AGAR’s UPCOMING PLANTING OPPORTUNITY!
SAT., JUNE 1ST, 8:45-noon.
Hunterdon County’s America’s Grow A Row is a local free-produce effort providing a million+ pounds of fresh fruits
and vegetables annually. Please join us 6/1/19 to plant anew! A sign up sheet is on mission’s board, and know any
amount of time helps! All ages welcome (supervision required for children under 12). For more info see any Mission
Team member or call Lainey Johns.

Winter Grocery Store Gleaning continues year-round. Join our five AFPC volunteers and drive Clinton Shop Rite’s
donated produce to Phillipsburg’s Branching Out Food Pantry (a 90 minute service!) Sign ups on Mission Board.

CARING HAND CRAFTERS (CHC)
Stop by the Mission Bulletin Board for info, fun, and inspiration!
See Pati Tiedeman or Alice Hansen to support this compassionate project!

MAY’S MISSION RIDDLE OF THE MONTH:
~ Boots and jeans, gloves and a Team? What am I ready for? ~
APRIL’S ANSWER: Riamede Orchard, Sept. 17, 2019 in Chester, New Jersey,
gleaning dropped apples for AGAR’s statewide clients!
submitted by Lainey Johns
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Capital Campaign Update
What’s New in May?






The fire safety system passed inspection
Two safety lights were installed at the rear door
Kitchenette cabinets and countertop have been installed
Selection of the carpet has been narrowed down to just two choices!
Attention is now being given to the furnishings and related materials

Deacons Highlights
Regular Meeting | April 9, 2019
 Opening devotions were led by Tammy Sassaman
 The cares and concerns of the congregation were shared. Concerns were expressed
for those recovering from surgery, receiving cancer treatments, and homebound
 The Ministry Teams reported as follows:
 Evangelism/Membership: roller skating on March 31st went well with 16 people attending; Lunch Bunch will
fill the eggs for the hunt after church on Easter Sunday; hiking at Ringing Rocks and afterwards have ice
cream at The Homestead set for May
 Mission Interpretation: deacons will arrange for a photography booth with decorations and props ready.
Considering offering it on Mother’s Day
 Personnel: there was discussion about the church organist/choir director leaving
 Soldier’s boxes were sent to Athena McDowall, Scott Moran, and Ethan Butz. The leftover items were given to the
Care to Share collection
 Easter Flowers will be delivered to our shut ins

Where There’s a Will, There’s a Way
It’s a shocking statistic to know that 6 in 10 Americans don’t have a will, and fewer than 20% of those 6 include a
charitable bequest. Like many who have given to our church over the years, you’ve probably been nourished and
supported by being a part of the church community. It’s a privilege to give back to the church that has been such a big
part of family life. Bequest gifts have the power to impact future generations in the same way. It’s easy to include the
church in your will and still provide for loved ones. Your church family has been a blessing to you throughout your
lifetime and an integral part of your spiritual journey. But when it comes time to update your estate plans, will you
consider including Alexandria Church in your plans?
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Branches

May 2019

A New Bible App
The Gideon Bible app offers mobile access to scripture in a multitude of
languages; a free digital Bible; downloadable text and audio Bibles for
offline reading and listening; accessible “helps” for the tough times; search
capability for keywords, book names, and specific verses; features that let
you bookmark, highlight, and add notes; plus features that allow you to share
any Bible verse via Facebook, Twitter, SMS, and Email in just a tap.
Search for the app on Google Play or iTune’s App Store.

Gifts from the Heart
The Caring Hands Crafters will be knitting and crocheting items for each Alex Pres youth
mission member to give to their resident in West Virginia this summer and we invite you—
members and friends of the church—to contribute too, if feeling so inclined. Items can be
anything you wish in any color, any yarn, any pattern, or even your own original pattern.
Think scarves, caps, lap blankets, coasters, mug rugs, headbands, table runners, bookmarkers,
etc. We’ve even posted a few examples in both crochet and knitting of really quick, simple
projects on the mission bulletin board in case you’re stuck for an idea. The hope is to have 20 items collected by midJune and we are well on our way with many already made and/or promised. Look for the collection bag in the upstairs
corridor where you can place your finished items. Please join us in sharing God’s love!

A Mother’s Day Prayer
Dear Father,
As Mary was the model of prayer, of love, and of obedience to the will of God,
by your grace make all mothers holy and rich with your gifts.
Bind families together in the bonds of peace and safety
so that mothers will feel nurtured by love.
May all mothers everywhere enjoy good health and spiritual well-being
to enable them to care for their families. Amen.
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Vacation Bible School 2019
Milford Presbyterian Church
70 Bridge Street
Milford, New Jersey
July 8 thru July 12
9 -11:30 a.m.
For students in PreK thru Grade 5
$1o/child
$30/family max
We look forward to spending a fun-filled week
Come join Milford, Alexandria and Frenchtown Presbyterian churches as we blast off
To Mars and Beyond
to explore where God's power can take you!
Register online:
https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/
presbyterianchurchofmilford
If you are unable to register online
paper copies are in the narthex
Please see Cyndi McDowall with questions

* * Volunteers Needed * *
We can use adult volunteers as well as teen volunteers
(those entering 6th grade through entering 12th grade)
If interested in volunteering for the week,
please visit the above link and click on
"volunteer sign up" tab at the top of page
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Worship Assistants

Our Ministry Team Officers

May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Building and Property Marty Gunderman (E), Jim Hansen (E)

John McDowall
Craig Bender
Jeri Bone
Brad Bondor

Ushers
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Liz McMahon, Larry Reinfeld
Fritsche family
Keefe family
Tammy Sassaman, Carol Van Norman

Communion
May 5

Evelyn Cameron, Steve Cameron,
Renee Skibinski, Carol Van Norman

Special Dates
Also see the main calendar on page 11
May 5
Communion
May 19 Ringing Rock hike

Coming Up
June 1
June 2
June 9
June 11
June 16
June 29

Grow-a-Row
Ministry Appreciation Day,
spring congregational meeting
Pentecost, communion
Presbytery
Father’s Day, Trinity Sunday,
Confirmation Sunday
Youth mission trip

Christian Education Alicia Apgar (D), Mary Goldman (E),
Cyndi McDowall (E),
Evangelism/Membership Lois Bondor (E), Howard Jones (E),
Sharon Solomon (D), Carol Van Norman (D)
Mission Interpretation Stacy Butz (D), Evelyn Cameron (D),
Lainey Johns (E), Howard Thomas (E)
Nominating LuAnn Keefe (E), Cyndi McDowall (E)
Personnel Joan Carroll (E), Helen Jones (D), Flora Nielsen (E)
Stewardship and Finance Laurie Gregory (D), Robin Vogel (E)
Worship and Music LuAnn Keefe (E), Flora Nielsen (E),
Tammy Sassaman (D)
(E: Elder, D: Deacon)

The vision of Alexandria First Presbyterian
Church is to gather in God’s grace and to be
led by the Holy Spirit. We joyfully worship,
prayerfully seek, and gratefully share as a
loving family growing in Jesus Christ.
THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
OF BRANCHES IS THE 3rd THURSDAY
OF THE MONTH
Branches is a publication of Alexandria First
Presbyterian Church (USA), 141 Little YorkMount Pleasant Road, Milford, NJ 08848.
The newsletter is published monthly—
except during August—to inform members
and friends of church programs, news, and
events. Branches is online in the “News/Our
Newsletter” tab at
www.alexpres.org

ALEXANDRIA FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA)
141 Little York-Mount Pleasant Road
Milford, NJ 08848
Web: www.alexpres.org
Office: 908-996-4333
THE STAFF of ALEXANDRIA CHURCH
Reverend Nicholas C. Hatch
Pastor
Jerry Phelps
Director of Music Ministry
Pati Tiedeman
Administrative Assistant

Editor: churchoffice@alexpres.org
Alexandria First Presbyterian
Church of Mount Pleasant

How to Reach the Pastor
Rev. Nick Hatch
Through the church office Monday through Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 908-996-4333
By the church’s website on the “contact us” link:
www.alexpres.org
Via his email: nhatch@alexpres.org
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Alexandria Presbyterian Church
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

9:00 Session
materials due
9:30 Bible study
7:00 Bible study

2:30 Staff
3:30 Worship and
Music Team
7:00 Chancel Choir

5

6

7

8

9

9:00 Christian Ed Team
10:00 Worship, communion
10:15 Sunday school
11:15 Confirmation

6:00 Cub Scouts,
Webelos

9:00 Bulletin
deadline
9:30 Alexandria
OWLS
9:30 Bible study
6:30 Boy Scouts

9:30 Bible study
6:00 Cub Scouts,
Tigers
7:00 Bible study
7:00 Session

7:00 Chancel Choir

12

13

14

15

16

Mother’s Day
Jerry’s last day
10:00 Worship
11:15 Fellowship,
refreshments, Jerry’s
good bye

6:00 Cub Scouts,
Webelos

9:00 Bulletin
9:30 Bible study
deadline
7:00 Bible study
9:30 Bible study
12:00 Lunch Bunch
6:30 Boy Scouts
7:00 Deacons

7:00 Chancel Choir

19

20

21

22

23

9:00 Bulletin
deadline
9:30 Bible study
6:30 Boy Scouts

9:30 Bible study
6:00 Cub Scouts,
Tigers
7:00 Bible study

9:00 June
newsletter
deadline

28

29

30

Church office
10:00 Worship
closed
10:15 Sunday school
6:00 Cub Scouts,
11:15 Caring Hands Crafters
Webelos
2:00 Ringing Rocks hike,
6:00 Cub Scouts,
see p. 8
Wolf
26
10:00 Worship

27
Memorial Day
Church
office
closed

9:00 Bulletin
9:30 Bible study
deadline
7:00 Bible study
9:30 Bible study
6:30 Boy Scouts
7:00 Building and
Property Team

Deacon of the Week
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Stacy Butz
Carol Van Norman
Carol Van Norman
Tammy Sassaman
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Ascension Day

Friday

Saturday

3

4

10

11
10:00 Presbytery,
Hopewell
Church
d Drive

17

18

24

25

31

